


OBITUARY: CHARLES TANNER

F1G. 2. The first ‘milking” of a specimenof O. microlepidotus,
by Charles Tanner, 1974. (Photo JAC).

National Museun of Victoria. Many years later, following
rceeipt of a preserved head/tail of this species at the Queens-
land Museum, he and one of us (JAC) relocatcd this long-lost
species in south western Queensland. Charles Tanner caught
his and the world’s first live specimen in Spring, 1974, near
Windorah, SWQ (Fig. 1.). In one week he collccted 13 large,
healthy specimens which formed the nucleus of a collection
on which an extensive research programme was based. From
study of those specimens and their progeny, a series of papers
was published on O. microlepidotus. Over some 20 years, the
least well-known elapid species in Australia became probably
its best known (Covacevich & Wombcey, 1976, Sutherland et
al,, 1978; Covacevichetal.,, 1981; Shine & Covacevich, 1983;
Covacevich & Tanner, 1983; Broad etal., 1979b; Morrison et
al9.,9}4984; Covacevich, 1987; Covacevich, 1990; Covacevich,
1994).

In the Australian Yenom Research Unit, Depaniment of
Pharmacology, the University of Melbournc, a study to exam-
ine the antibodies to snake venom components and anti-
venoms in the sera of herpetologists is underway. Charles
Tanner had a particular interest in this project. He had not only
two types of antibodices to eight different venom proteins, but
also antibodies to the principle protein in antivenom. Thus, as
his and the other sera continue to be explored, his contribu-
tions to medical research will continue! (Fig. 2.).

Two species have been named to recognise his many
contributions to herpetology: Pseudonaja affinis tanneri
(Worrell, 1961), Lygisaurus tanneri Ingram & Covacevich,
1088.

In addition to his contributions to toxinology and herpeto-
logical taxonomy, Charles Tanner will be reinembered for his
wisdoin and for the gencrous way he shared his knowledge
with both amateur and professional herpetologists. He will
also be remembered for his dry sense of humour. Nothing
encapulates his wit and humour so well as a conversation he
had with one of us (JAC)in 1993, It went: JAC: ‘Charles, how
areyou? CT: Fiue thanks, except that my memory, especially
my shori-termnmemory, is shot 1o pieces. JAC: Heli. V' sorry.
That rust be difficult for you. CT: It would be, if I could
remember anything to worry abour’. The words on amemorial
erected on his former farm near Cooktown summarize: ‘Pas-
sionate about the nawural world (especially reptiles!), he
contributed significantly in the fields of taxonomny and toxino-
logy, and to knowledge of the nawral history of turiles,
crocodiles and elapid snakes. Adventurous, generous of spirii,
wirty, intelligent, and ruggedly iudividualisiic, he was ad-
mired and respected by many. Remembered well by hisfriends
and colleagues.

Alis volat propriis

(He flies on his own wings).’

378

Literature Cited

Broad, A.J., Sutherland, S.K. & Coulter, A.R. 1979a. The
lethality in mice of the dangerous Australian snake
venoms and certain exotic snake venoms. Toxicon 17:
661-4.

Broad, A.J., Sutherland, S.K., Tanner, C. & Covacevich, J.
1979b. Electrophoretic, enzyme and preliminary toxic-
ity studies of the venom of the Small-scaled Snake,
Parademansia microlepidota (Serpentes: Elapidae),
with additional data on its distribution. Mermoirs of the
Queensland Museum 19(3): 319-329 pls. 1,2.

Covacevich, J. 1987. Two Taipans! in Covaccvich, I., Davie,
P. & Pearn, J. (eds) *Toxic Plants and Animals: A Guide
for Australia’. (Queensland Museum: Brisbane).

1990. Phangs and Physic: 40,000 years of Risky Business
inPearn, J. & Cobcroft, M, (eds) ‘Fevers and Frontiers’.
(Amphion Press: Brisbane).

1994. Dandarabilla and Gunjiwuru, The discovery of the
Taipans - the world’s most dangerous snakes. In Pearn,
J.H. (ed) ‘Milestones of Australian Medicine’. (Amph-
ion Press: Brisbane).

Covacevich, J. & Tanner, C. 1983. Come from nowhere ...
then just disappear. Australian Natural History 21(1):
11-13.

Covacevich, J. & Wombey, J. 1976. Recognition of
Parademansia microlepidotus (McCoy), Elapidae, a
dangerous Australian snake. Proceedings of the Royal
Society of Queensland 87; 29-32, pls. 1-2.

Covacevich, J., McDowell, §.B., Tanner, C. & Mengden,
G.A. 1981. The relationship of the Taipan, Oxyuranus
scutellams, and the Small-scaled Snake, Oxyuranus
microlepidotus Pp. 160-168. In Banks, C.B. & Martin,
A.A. (eds) Proceedings of the Melbournc Herpetologi-
cal Symposium 1980. (The Melbourne Zoological
Board: Parkville).

Covacevich, J., Pearn, J. & White, J. 1988. The world’s most
venomous snake, In Pearn, J. & Covacevich, J. (eds)
Venoms and Vietims. (Amphion Press and Queensland
Museum: Brisbane).

Morrison, J., Pearn, J,, Covacevich, J., Tanner, C. & Coulter,
A. 1984, Studies of the venom of Oxyuranus
micriepidotus. Clinical Toxicology 21(3): 373-385,

Pearn, J.H, 1990. Herpetologists and snakebite. Memoirs of
the Queensland Museum 29(2): 406.

Pearn, J.H., Covacevich, J., Charles, N. & Richardson, P.
1994. Snakebite in herpetologists. Medical Journal of
Australia 161(5/19 December, 1994): 706-708.

Shine, R. & Covacevich, J. 1983. Ecology of highly venomous
snakes: the Australian genus Oxyuranus (Elapidae).
Joumal of Herpetology 17(1): 60-69.

Sutherland, S.K., Broad, AJ., Tanner, C. & Covacevich, J.
1978, The Small-scaled or Fierce Snake (Paradernane-
sia microlepidotus) - its recognition as Australia’s po-
tentially most venomous snake. Medical Journal of
Australia [; 288-9,

Wiener, S. 1960. Active immunization of man against the
venom of the Australian Tiger Snake (Nortechis
seutanes), American Journal of Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene 9: 284-92.

Worrell, E. 1963. Reptiles of Australia. (Angus & Robertson:
Sydney). 207pp.

JA. Covacevich, Queensland Museum, Box 3300, South Bris-

bane, Queeusland 4101, Australia; S.K. Sutherlaud, Austra-

lian Venont Research Unit, Depariment of Pharmacology,

The University of Melbourne, Parkville Victoria 3052, Aus-

tralia; A.J. Coventry, Museum of Victoria, Box 666E, Mel-

bourne, Victoria 3001, Australia; and J. Cann, 27 Yarra Road,

Phillip Bay New Soutl Wales 2036, Australia; 11 March 1997,



